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Carol 


If-you listen you will hear, 
because this winter season 
brings them very near, 

on wings of music — 

so tune your ears, be quick, 
all who’ve been put upon, 
harmonies charge the air, 
listen, don’t just stare. 


Silence, the snow’s white shroud 
is pulled across the dark brown 
gardens. Clear and loud, 

a perturbation, is it 

within us, or a visit 

of strangers, no, of friends. 
Around us comes down 

a universe, don’t pretend 

you haven’t a friend. 


These multitudes hover 

with excited clamour, 

the wide skies they cover, 
trumpeting good news, 

not just for the Jews, 

for everyone, the new born Boy 
will be the hammer 

makes of sorrows an alloy 

with our always JOY. 


JOHN BATE 
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